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At  an  election  held  on  the  9th  of  January  1837, 
the  following  named  persons  were  chosen  officers  of 
Tiie  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company 
for  the  ensuing  year:  viz. 


President. 
Joseph  Watson. 


Josiali  White, 
Erskine  Hazard, 
Timothy  Abbott, 
Thomas  Earp, 
Ephraim  Haines, 


Managers. 

John  Cook, 

Jonathan  K.  Hassinger, 
John  M'  Allister, 

James  M'Alpin, 

Nathan  Trotter. 


Treasurer. 
Otis  Ammidon. 


EDWIN  WALTER, 

Secretary. 
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REPO  R T 


OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


OF  THE 


LEHIGH  COAL  AND  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 


Notwithstanding  that  the  Managers  have 
been  disappointed  in  the  expectation  which  was 
expressed  in  their  last  Annual  Report,  of  getting  to 
market  in  the  year  1836,  two  hundred  thousand 
tons  of  Coal,  they  have  to  congratulate  the  Stock- 
holders that  the  business  has  proved  more  profit- 
able than  that  of  any  former  year,  and  has  enabled 
them  again  to  make  an  advance  in  the  dividend. 

Arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  mining 
and  delivery  at  Mauch  Chunk,  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  thousand  tons  of  Coal  during  the  season, 
by  the  same  persons,  who,  in  former  years,  had  been 
able  even  to  exceed  the  quantities  which  they  had 
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contracted  to  deliver;  but,  on  this  occasion,  the 
loss  of  more  than  a month’s  operations,  owing  to 
the  late  opening  of  the  Navigation  last  spring,  and 
the  great  scarcity  of  hands  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  season,  caused  their  falling  short  of  the  quantity. 

During  the  year  1836,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  tons  of 
Coal  from  the  Company’s  mines  were  shipped 
from  Mauch  Chunk,  being  an  increase  of  about 
twelve  per  cent,  on  the  produce  of  1835.  The 
whole  of  this  Coal  has  been  disposed  of.  The  total 
consumption  of  Anthracite  Coal  for  the  year  is 
estimated  at  about  seven  hundred  thousand  tons, 
being  an  increase  over  the  consumption  of  the  year 
1835,  of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thou- 
sand tons,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  demand  for 
the  present  winter  will  be  but  barely  supplied. 

There  have  been  sent  into  the  Delaware  division 
of  the  Pennyslvania  Canal,  from  the  mines  of  the 
Company,  during  the  past  year,  one  hundred  and 
twelve  thousand  and  eighty-two  tons  of  coal,  on 
which  the  toll  paid  to  the  Commonwealth  amount- 
ed to  nearly  forty  thousand  dollars. 

The  Managers  contemplate  a material  change  in 
their  business  for  the  future,  by  delivering  the 
principal  part  of  the  Coal  at  Mauch  Chunk,  and 
by  relinquishing  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  retail- 
ing of  it  in  Philadelphia.  The  operations  of 
the  Company  are  now  becoming  so  large,  that  the 
details  of  the  ultimate  distribution  of  the  Coal 
cannot  well  be  attended  to,  and  the  Managers  hope 
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that  they  will  give  more  general  satisfaction,  and 
eventually,  greatly  extend  the  demand  for  their 
Coal,  by  confining  their  operations  to  disposing  of 
it  in  large  masses,  and  leaving  to  the  enterprise  of 
individuals,  the  transporting  and  distribution  of  it. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  articles  which 
have  been  transported  on  the  Lehigh  Navigation 


during  the  year  1836,  viz: — 

Tons 

cwt. 

Coal, 

148,211 

05 

Grain, 

2,438 

16 

Flour, 

4,536 

13 

So,lt}  • • , 

657 

12 

Salt  Fish,  Beef  and  Pork, 

263 

16 

Beer,  Porter,  Cider,  &c. 

12 

Other  Provisions, 

130 

07 

Whiskey,  . 

641 

07 

Hay  and  Straw, 

126 

02 

Lumber. 

3,650 

02 

Cord  Wood. 

3,192 

13 

Bricks, 

59 

12 

Slate, 

411 

04 

Lime  and  Limestone, 

2,355 

04 

Other  Stone,  Sand  and  Plaster. 

2.151 

00 

Iron, 

1.197 

18 

Iron  Ore, 

2,134 

17 

Pitch,  Tar  and  Rosin, 

11 

09 

Merchandise, 

• 

1,902 

10 

Total, 

174,072 

19 
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The  Navigation  of  the  Lehigh,  below  Mauch 
Chunk,  has  met  with  little  or  no  interruption 
during  the  year,  and  is  now  in  complete  order. 
The  Weigh  Lock,  mentioned  in  the  last  report  as 
having  been  commenced,  has  not  yet  been  completed, 
because  the  hands  necessary  for  the  purpose  could 
not  be  spared  from  other  important  works  which 
were  in  progress.  It  is  expected  however  to  he 
finished  during  this  winter. 

The  work  of  the  new  Navigation  above  Mauch 
Chunk  has  been  prosecuted  with  as  much  vigour  as 
the  scarcity  of  hands  and  provisions  would  admit, 
but  the  contractors  have  been  unable,  from  that 
cause,  fully  to  comply  with  their  engagements. 
The  work,  however,  is  in  such  a state  of  forward- 
ness, that  all  that  part  of  it,  w hich  is  between  Mauch 
Chunk  and  the  mouth  of  the  Quakake  can  be 
finished  by  the  1st  of  May  next,  except  Dam  No.  17. 
The  Crib  work  of  this  Dam,  so  far  as  it  had  been 
constructed,  was  swept  away  by  the  fall  freshets, 
the  Contractor  not  having  been  able  sufficiently  to 
fill  it  up  with  stone,  in  consequence  of  his  hands 
having  been  taken  from  this  part  of  the  work  in 
order  to  accommodate  the  Beaver  Meadow  Rail 
Road  Company.  This  Dam  may  require  until  the 
first  of  August  next  to  finish  it.  That  part  of  the 
navigation,  wrhich  is  between  the  Quakake  and 
Wright’s  Creek  will  be  finished  this  year,  the 
entire  completion  of  it  last  year,  agreeably  to  the 
contracts,  having  been  prevented  by  the  want  of 
hands.  From  Wright’s  Creek  to  Stoddartsville, 
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a rafting  channel  navigation  is  making,  which 
is  so  far  finished  that  about  six  weeks’  work  for  a 
small  company  of  hands  will  complete  it.  This 
must  be  done  in  the  low  water  of  the  next  sum- 
mer. The  report  of  E.  A.  Douglas,  Esq.,  the 
engineer,  which  will  be  read  to  the  Stockholders, 
will  show  the  present  state  of  this  work. 

The  lock  at  White’s  Haven,  near  the  mouth  of 
Wright’s  Creek,  twenty-six  miles  above  Mauch 
Chunk,  has  been  completed,  and  exceeds  the  most 
sanguine  expectations  of  the  Board  in  its  operation. 
Its  lift  is  twenty-three  feet ; and  yet  so  perfect  is  the 
method  of  filling  and  emptying,  that  no  more  time 
is  occupied  in  passing  it  than  an  ordinary  lock  of  five 
or  six  feet  lift,  and  it  gives  less  disturbance  to  the 
boat  from  the  motion  of  the  water.  The  Company 
having  adopted  this  plan,  from  Mauch  Chunk  up  to 
Wright’s  Creek,  a distance  of  twenty-six  miles,  with 
a fall  of  more  than  twenty  feet  to  the  mile,  the  navi- 
gation will  afford  advantages  to  the  public  in  the  use 
of  it,  as  great  as  if  improved  on  the  old  plan  with  a 
lockage  of  only  six  feet  to  the  mile ; and  it  will  be  in 
every  respect  equal  to  any  canal  navigation  in  the 
commonwealth.  The  past  season  has  proved  that 
the  Lehigh  Canal  can  be  kept  open  as  long  or  even 
longer  in  the  autumn  than  the  Delaware  Canal, 
which  lies  so  much  farther  to  the  south,  owing  to 
the  ability  of  passing  through  the  short  levels,  a 
free  supply  of  water,  of  a comparatively  high  tem- 
perature, from  the  deep  Slackwater  sections  of  the 
navigation. 
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The  construction  of  the  navigation  above  Mauch 
Chunk,  has  given  an  impulse  to  new  Coal  operations 
to  a great  extent,  in  the  Second  or  Middle  Coal 
Region.  Five  new  Coal  Companies,  viz:  “The  Ha- 
zleton,” “ The  Northampton  and  Luzerne,”  “ The 
Buck  Mountain,”  “ The  Summit,”  and  “ The  Lau- 
rel Hill,”  were  incorporated  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Legislature,  and  are  now  engaged  in  making 
preparations  to  get  their  coal  to  the  Lehigh  by  the 
time  that  the  Navigation  will  be  ready  for  its  con- 
veyance : these  are  in  addition  to  the  Beaver  Mea- 
dow Company  who  have  completed  their  Rail 
Road  to  Parryville,  about  six  miles  below  Mauch 
Chunk  and  commenced  sending  down  their  Coal; 
about  fifteen  hundred  and  seventy-five  tons  of  which 
descended  the  Lehigh  Canal  from  that  point  late 
in  the  past  season.  The  Hazleton  Company  state 
that  they  are  progressing  with  their  Rail  Road,  which 
is  in  a state  of  forwardness,  and  will  probably  be 
completed  by  the  1 st  of  August  next.  They  are  open- 
ing their  valuable  mines,  and  making  other  prepara- 
tions, and  hope  to  bring  to  market,  ten  to  twelve 
thousand  tons  of  coal  the  ensuing  season.  The 
Buck  Mountain  Company,  have  a large  quantity  of 
rich  Coal  Land  on  the  waters  of  Laurel  Run  and 
Sandy  Creek,  distant  from  three  to  six  miles  from 
the  Lehigh  Navigation,  which  they  are  now  explor- 
ing with  a view  to  extensive  coal  operations  this 
year.  The  Northampton  and  Luzerne  Company 
inform  that  they  are  organised,  and  have  engaged 
a competent  agent  with  the  design  of  prosecuting 
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operations  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  coal  to  Market, 
so  soon  as  a short  Rail  Road  can  be  made  to  connect 
with  the  Beaver  Meadow  Rail  Road  leading  to  the 
Lehigh  Navigation.  Their  body  of  coal  is  large 
and  well  located,  and  they  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  they  will  be  enabled  to  bring  down 
coal  during  the  coming  season.  No  information 
has  been  received  as  to  the  progress  made  by  the 
other  Coal  Companies  which  have  been  named, 
but  it  is  presumed  that  they  also  are  preparing  for 
operations.  It  is  understood  that  a valuable  vein  of 
coal  has  recently  been  opened  up  Laurel  Run  about 
four  and  a half  miles  from  the  Lehigh.  While 
these  Companies  will  be  realising  the  benefits  ex- 
pected by  themselves,  and  the  market  will  be  re- 
ceiving a great  accession  of  Anthracite  Coal,  which 
is  now  admitted  to  be  an  article  of  indispensable 
necessity,  the  Lehigh  Company  will  be  deriving 
most  important  advantages  from  the  increase  of 
Tolls.  The  Managers  do  not  doubt  that  all  these 
Companies,  as  well  as  other  Coal  proprietors  in  the 
same  region,  will  find  it  their  interest  to  enter  the 
Lehigh  Navigation  at  the  nearest  convenient  point 
to  their  mines. 

Recent  explorations  have  shown  that  the  Second  or 
Middle  Coal  Region  is  much  more  extensive  than 
was  supposed,  and  render  it  probable,  that  this  Coal 
field  reaches  the  Broad  Mountain,  which  forms  the 
barrier  between  it  and  the  Room  Run  Mines. 

By  a late  arrangement,  the  Little  Schuylkill  and 
Susquehannah  Rail  Road,  which  passes  for  twenty- 


12 


four  miles  through  the  Second  Coal  Region,  will 
branch  to  the  Lehigh  at  the  Quakake  Creek,  and 
thus  open  a large  portion  of  that  Coal  Region  to  the 
Lehigh  Navigation,  besides  forming  a direct  com- 
munication between  the  Lehigh  Navigation  and  the 
Susquehannah  at  Catawissa. 

The  people  in  the  Wyoming  Valley  are  also 
alive  to  the  importance  of  a communication  be- 
tween their  Coal  Region  and  the  Lehigh  Naviga- 
tion, and  are  now  petitioning  the  Legislature  on 
the  subject  of  a Rail  Road  from  Wilkesharre  to 
White’s  Haven,  where  the  pool  made  by  the  Dam 
in  the  Lehigh  is  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate 
all  the  Wyoming  Coal  Trade,  as  well  as  the  gene- 
ral trade  of  the  Susquehannah.  From  this  point 
the  Navigation  will  be  sufficient  for  boats  or  vessels 
carrying  one  hundred  tons  freight  throughout  the 
Lehigh  to  Easton,  and  the  same  vessels  can  make 
regular  voyages  to  the  Atlantic  ports  with  that  quan- 
tity of  lading,  so  soon  as  some  parts  of  the  Delaware 
Canal  are  widened,  and  its  Locks  are  enlarged  to 
match  those  on  the  Lehigh. 

From  all  these  sources  an  abundance  of  coal 
will  be  supplied,  and  the  Managers  believe,  the 
day  is  not  far  distant,  when  at  least,  as  much  coal 
will  descend  the  Lehigh  as  can  be  sent  to  market 
from  any  other  region. 

The  Rail  Road  from  Wilkesharre  to  the  Lehigh 
is  considered  by  the  Managers  an  object  of  the  first 
importance  to  the  community,  as  well  as  to  this 
Company,  as  it  will  open  the  most  direct  route  from 
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the  North  and  West  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  South 
and  West  of  New  York  to  the  Atlantic  markets. 

The  Managers  may  here  renew  the  assurance 
given  in  their  last  Annual  Report,  that  they  are 
desirous  to  promote  by  a reasonable  and  a liberal 
policy,  the  greatest  possible  use  of  the  Lehigh  Na- 
vigation, and  would  again  introduce  to  the  notice 
of  the  Stockholders  the  following  resolution  of  the 
Board,  passed  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  1835, 
a copy  of  which  accompanied  their  Report  of  last 
year,  viz: 

Resolved , That  immediately  on  the  completion 
of  the  Lehigh  Navigation  to  Wright’s  Creek,  now 
in  progress,  and  to  be  finished  in  1836,  when  a 
general  trade  may  be  anticipated  upon  it,  the  Toll 
on  Coal  and  on  Lumber  in  boats  that  may  enter 
the  Navigation  at  any  point  in  the  second  Grand 
Section  of  the  Lehigh  river,  viz.  between  the 
mouth  of  Nesqui honing  Creek  and  Stoddartsville, 
shall  not  exceed  one  cent  per  ton  per  mile  on 
Mineral  Coal,  and  one  cent  and  a quarter  per  thou- 
sand feet,  board  measure,  per  mile  on  Lumber  in 
boats,  throughout  the  whole  distance  that  such 
freight  may  be  so  transported  on  the  Lehigh  Navi- 
gation— Provided , that  the  Tolls  on  the  Morris 
Canal,  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  or  the 
Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  shall 
not  be  raised  above  their  present  rates  on  those 
articles. 

According  to  the  terms  of  this  Resolution,  the 
Toll  and  Transportation  on  the  Lehigh  from  those 
points,  at  which  the  Coal  from  the  Second  or  Mid- 
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die  Coal  Region  and  from  the  Wyoming  Valley 
would  enter  the  Navigation,  adopting  as  a basis  the 
price  paid  last  year  for  transportation,  which  was 
three  quarters  of  a cent  per  ton  a mile,  would  be  as 
follows,  viz: 

Distance  Toll.  Transportation.  Total  cost 


in 

miles. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

per  ton. 

From  Wright’s  Creek  to  Easton, 

73 

73 

55 

SI 

00 

“ Mouth  of  Sandy  Creek  to  do. 

66 

66 

50 

1 

16 

“ Mouth  of  Leslie’s  Creek  to  do. 

64 

64 

48 

1 

12 

“ Mouth  of  Laurel  Run  to  do. 

60 

60 

45 

1 

05 

“ Mouth  of  Quakakc  Creek  to  do 

. 54 

54 

40J 

94$ 

The  following  extract  from  the  recent  report  of 
the  Canal  Commissioners  is  interesting,  as  showing 
the  importance  which  they  attach  to  the  Lehigh  in 
contributing  to  the  income  of  the  Delaware  division 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal.  “Its  connection,”  they 
say,  “with  the  Lehigh  Canal  and  the  Railways 
that  ramify  to  the  Coal  beds  bordering  on  the 
sources  of  that  River,  must  insure  it  a vast  amount 
of  tonnage.  It  is  a matter  very  much  to  be  de- 
plored that  the  capacity  of  the  Locks  on  this 
division  were  not,  in  the  original  construction, 
made  similar  to  those  on  the  Lehigh  which  are  22 
feet  wide,  while  those  on  the  Delaware  are  only 
1 1 feet.”  They  further  remark,  that  “ provision 
will  have  to  be  made  at  no  distant  period  for 
doubling  its  Locks,  or  increasing  them  to  a width 
corresponding  with  those  on  the  Lehigh.” 

It  is  still  hoped  that  the  Legislature  will  be 
impressed  with  the  propriety  of  extending  and 
increasing  the  benefits  deriveable  from  the  Dela- 
ware State  Canal,  by  directing  the  construction  of 


15 


an  outlet  Lock  at  Black’s  Eddy,  by  means  of  which 
a connection  will  be  formed  between  that  Canal 
and  the  Navigable  Feeder  of  the  Delaware  and 
Raritan  Canal.  The  great  addition  to  the  Transpor- 
tation which  this  connection  would  occasion,  both 
in  the  ascending  and  descending  trade,  may  be 
expected  to  augment  eventually,  the  total  amount 
of  Tollage  to  be  received  by  the  Commonwealth. 

A survey  and  location  of  the  Susquehannah  and 
Lehigh  Canal,  commonly  called  the  Nescopec 
Canal,  extending  from  White’s  Haven  to  Berwick 
was  made  during  the  past  summer.  The  estimate 
by  E.  A.  Douglas,  Esq.  the  Engineer,  of  the  cost 
of  this  work  corresponds  very  nearly  with  that 
formerly  made  by  Moncure  Robinson,  Esq.,  but 
owing  to  the  present  rates  of  wages  and  provisions, 
an  addition  to  the  cost  of  from  twenty-five  to  thirty- 
three  per  cent,  would  be  encountered  if  the  work 
were  now  to  be  proceeded  with.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  Managers  of  that  Company  have 
determined  to  await  a more  propitious  season  for 
such  an  undertaking,  believing  that,  notwithstand- 
ing, the  almost  incalculable  importance  of  the  ob- 
ject, the  subscription  of  a sufficient  amount  of  the 
stock  could  not  at  present  be  procured. 

The  amount  of  Tolls  earned  by  the  Lehigh  Na- 
vigation in  the  season  of  1836,  including  Toll  on 
Coal  shipped  on  the  Company’s  account,  was 
SI  10,905  94. 

The  Morris  Canal  has  been  completed  during 
the  past  season  to  Jersey  City,  thus  furnishing  a 
continuous  Canal  Navigation  from  the  Lehigh  to 
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the  City  of  New  York.  Coal  has  already  been 
delivered  at  Jersey  City,  from  boats  which  were 
loaded  at  Mauch  Chunk — about  twenty-three  thou- 
sand tons  of  Coal  from  the  Lehigh  mines  were 
carried  on  this  Canal  during  the  past  year. 

The  Navigation  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
Canal  has  been  uninterrupted  throughout  the  sea- 
son— about  twenty  thousand  tons  of  Lehigh  Coal 
were  transported  on  it.  From  its  debouche  on  the 
Raritan,  the  boats  are  towed  by  steamboats  to  the 
Company’s  depot  at  Perth  Amboy. 

The  town  of  South  Easton,  founded  by  the 
Company,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Lehigh  and  the 
Delaware,  and  opposite  to  the  populous  and  wealthy 
borough  of  Easton,  now  contains  two  grain  mills, 
two  saw  mills,  and  a cotton  manufactory.  A rolling 
mill  and  a nail  manufactory  are  partly  finished  and 
will  soon  be  in  operation,  and  a rifle  manufactory, 
a foundry  and  machine  works  are  about  to  be 
erected.  There  is  still  a large  amount  of  water 
power  for  sale;  the  town  has  grown  with  unusual 
rapidity,  and  is  fast  increasing  in  buildings  and  po- 
pulation. 

The  Treasurer’s  statement  of  the  cash  account, 
and  the  report  of  the  Dividend  Committee,  showing 
the  transactions  of  the  Company  during  the  past 
year,  will  be  read,  and  submitted  to  the  inspection 
of  the  Stockholders  as  usual. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

JOSEPH  WATSON, 

President. 


Philadelphia , January  9th,  1837. 


